Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 70 August 1977 are concerned with specific types of tumour throughout the body. No one who has to deal with these problems will agree with everything which is advised or recommended and indeed few who work in this field always agree with each other, but this book remains a stimulating account of the whole range of malignant disease in children, and it is recommended to anyone who has to deal with such patients. anwsthetists as well as general and orthopedic surgeons, selected for their special competence in the early care of the injured patient. They aim to supply a complete source of information for those having responsibility for such cases; too much has been asked of them. In a fairly modest sized book every conceivable aspect of trauma, from snake bite to replantation of severed limbs, from medicolegal aspects to major disaster planning, finds its place, but usually in such a compressed form that it can give no detailed advice to the man on the spot.
The text, as far as it goes, is up to date and readable, and the numerous illustrations are clearly reproduced, but it can hardly be regarded as the only source of guidance to the hard-pressed surgeon coping with a severe accident case. The editor of this textbook of otolaryngology commends it to a readership extending from medical students to residents, and non specialist practitioners. This is rather too wide a range of interest to be satisfied by one text. The requirements of medical students are quite different from those of postgraduates. This book, which is neither short nor inexpensive, is unlikely to appeal to the medical student, and, within the framework of UK specialist training, it covers the subject at a level appropriate for postgraduates in the specialty studying for higher professional qualifications. It is by its contribution in this role that it must be judged for the British interest and, if only because of its cost, it may fail by comparison with its competitors.
The seventeen distinguished contributors have covered the field of otolaryngology systematically and well, and the hand of a highly accomplished editor shows in the control of good balance between topics, and in the lack of overlap and contradiction which so often degrade books of multiple authorship. The subject is treated in a satisfactory conventional way, and there are useful chapters on such subjects as head and neck pain, and dermatological problems which do not always receive such careful separate consideration.
Unfortunately there are many instances where the American emphasis is irrelevant or even misleading for the British reader. Our attitudes to the use of local anasthesia are different, and the UK reader may not be interested in the dollar price of audiometers, or in the role of the audiologist certified by the American Speech and Hearing Association. The illustrations are clear, useful and plentiful. The index is well planned and seems to be accurate.
In shbrt, this is an attractively presented textbook of otolaryngology, but its American emphasis, and its high price may limit its interest for readers in the UK
HAROLD LUDMAN Consultant Surgeon
King's College Hospital Regional Flaps of the Head and Neck by John Conley pp 268 illustrated £50 Philadelphia, London &c.: W B Saunders 1976 The introduction of regional flaps derived from forehead, scalp and delto-pectoral region have constituted a notable advance in radical head and neck surgery of malignant disease, which has spilt over into the corrective surgery of facial trauma and of congenital abnormalities. These techniques, developed by painful trial and error since the Second World War, have now almost replaced the distant pedicle flap brought up laboriously to the defect via multiple staged operations, which often extended over many months. This magnificent volume by the Chief of Head and Neck Surgery at the Columbia Presbyterian Medical Centre in New York, gives a clear description of these intricate procedures. The text is illustrated by a profuse photographic atlas of a wide variety of surgical reconstructive problems.
The chapter by Dr Bakamjian, whose eponym is attached to the delto-pectoral flap and who writes with authority on this topic, is a notable contribution.
